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The second stage :   Here for  the first time the Pandavas   are   represented   in  a    favourable    light. Vishnu is found to have a prominent place and Krishna M proclaimed as an incarnation of Vishnu. We under-stand from the accounts of Megasthenes in 300 B. C that  the  deities,   Siva  and   Vishnu  were   already prominent in India and that the people were then divided into Vaishnavites and Saivites. The Greeks and Scythians are mentioned as allies of the Kurus and this points to a period after Alexander's invasion and Megasthenes's voyage.   Further, Budhistic relics   and temples are referred to in the Mahabharata.    These point to the conclusion that changes in the epic ought to have been made some time after the death of Buddha and  after the invasion of the Greeks.   This
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